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WELCOME BACK. 

To Gene and Dick Cluster, of the staff 
of the Old Mole, who cut lots of cane 
and covered the Venceremos Brigade for 
LNS subscribers, and to all the returning 
members of the Venceremos Brigade.... 

BUEN ViAJE 

To Ted Franklin, Barbara Rothkrug and 
Kath> Mulvihili , LNS representatives on 
the Venceremos Brigade, currently aboard 
the Cuban ship Luis Arcos Bergnes , who will 
provide pictures and articles for us all, 
and who also will cut lots of cane, and 
to ail the departing members of the 
Venceremos Brigade. . . 

LOS DIEZ Ml LEONES VAN! 


IMPORTANT NOTE: Please edit the Berkeley police 

bombing story to explain that two of the three 
cars destroyed by the bombs were cop cars, one 
of them an unmuiked cop car 
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BOBBY SEALE RAPS ON THE CONSPIRACY TRIAL, 

THE NEW HAVEN PANTHER TRIAL AND THE 
NEW YORK PANTHER 21 TRIAL 
By Karen Wald 
LIBERATION News Service 
[Editor's Note: The following interview with 
Bobby Seale , chairman of the Black Panther Party, 
was conducted m his San Francisco jail cell where 
he is serving a 4 year contempt charge for his part 
in the Chicago Conspiracy trial., Proceedings to 
extradite him to Connecticut are going on 0 He and 
14 other New Haven Panthers are charged with con- 
spiracy to murder Alex Rackley* The Panthers claim 
that Rackley was a Panther in good standing, mur- 
dered by a police agentc] 

CAN YOU TELL US WHAT IT WAS LIKE GOING BACK TO 
CHICAGO TO TESTIFY IN THE CONSPIRACY TRIAL? 

1 was simply testifying for the other seven 
defendants, based on the fact that I was there in 
Chicago, They demanded that I be allowed to come 
as a witness c The testimony in essence brought out 
that the speech 1 gave was about our right to de- 
fend ourselves and that we won’t compromise that 
righto 

Of course Dick Schultz tried to trick me with 
trick questions but I swore to tell the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the truth, and in the 
process of telling the truth I speak my own mind, 
in my own tone. I literally told Dick Schultz at 
one point that he was asking trick questions and he 
knew he was., the questions that he was throwing at 
me were basically unintelligible, I said, "I don’t 
understand what it is* and I y m sure the jury doesn’t 
even understand what it is.,” Dick Schultz had to 
admit that, well yeah, maybe the question was unin- 
telligible, And he proceeded to ask the question 
in a more intelligible light which I answered more 
readily. 

Under testimony; I always answer questions with 
qualifications so that people will understand what 
my anaver is„ A witness has the right to answer a 
question any way he wants, he can’t be forced to 
answer yes or forced to answer no„ He has to an- 
swer a question if he can answer it. 

It was a trick operation that Schultz was try- 
mg to puli. We had a tape recording and a trans- 
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cription of my Lincoln Park speech' in the court 
room, so people were able to see exactly what I 
said. Previously, Pierson, who was a witness for 
the government, had testified that I had said, "Kill 
the pigs, off the pigs.” But of course, those were 
not my words, I never even used those words in that 
form or fashion 0 

Pierson also said in that testimony that 1 had 
said that we should assassinate Mayor Daley. I 
had never even mentioned Daley’s name in my speech., 
or ever mentioned assassinating anyone,, The words., 
the terms, the reference weren’t even implied in 
the speech in Lincoln Park. The tape recording 
cleared that up, the actual transcription being 
given to the jury members while they listened to 
the tape of exactly what I said. 

So Schultz moved to the other speech that I 
gave, in Grant Park, and tried to say that I said 
that we should ’’Kill all the motherfucking pigs 
and send them to the morgue on a slab.” I never 
even used the term ’’morgue on a slab,” I don't even 
relate to defining statements that way, and I never 
said that. Garry said that I shouldn’t even an- 
swer the question because if there was no trans- 
cription of the speech at Grant Park the second day, 
after the Lincoln Park speech, then Schultz would 
stick someone on the stand in the future to lie on 
me and try to send me to jail for perjury and say 
that I did say that when in fact I didfi't, So 
Garry instructed me that I shouldn’t even answer 
that question on the grounds that it might tend to 
incriminate me, but he was speaking futuristically 
of how Schultz might try to manipulate or operate 
in such a way as to get me in jail 0 

But that’s generally what happened at the 
trial; I testified all day that day. Direct ex- 
amination and cross examination, and I explained 
the language of the ghetto and what we say and what 
we mean by those things. A couple of the jurors 
even smiled at me, it seemed that they were glad to 
see me again, for some reason or another. 

DID YOU GET A CHANCE TO SEE THE OTHER DEFENDANTS 
AT ALL? 

They wouldn’t let me see the defendants at all, 
I saw them as I came into the court room but there 
were two or three marshals between me and the de - 
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fendants 0 And everybody in the courtroom stood up 
and said, "Bobby, how ya’ doin’ ?" and all that. The 
judge didn’t like that. 

At one point in the testimony, I was trying to 
qualify my answer to a question, but they didn’t 
want me to qualify it 0 They had asked me some kind 
of question about whether I meant "picking up a 
piece" as a gun* I said yes, and also, I was get- 
ting ready to say, picking up a piece could be any- 
thing, a mechanism to defend yourself with because 
we’re a broad political party.. And the true weapon, 
as I referred to it in the speech, is all the people 
united against fascism, pig brutality and oppression 
That’s why I was going to qualify myself in saying 
what a piece was because a piece could be very broad 
it’s not limited to a gun 0 

So this guy says, "No, no he’s already answered 
the question, I don’t want him to answer anymore." 

I said, "What do you mean, I v m going to answer the 
question my own way," "Mr. Seale, you’ve already 
answered." I said, "I strike the question, I’m not 
going to let you use that question to try to incrim- 
inate me." 

The judge got mad, " I’ll do the striking from 
the record," I said, "You can do the striking 
from the record, but that question there is not an- 
swered right. So I don’t accept it, it’s not an- 
swered the way I wanted to answer it," They didn’t 
dig that. Then they went on with the cross examin- 
ation. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY GENERAL FEELINGS NOW ABOUT THE 
CONSPIRACY TRIAL? 

It’s a complete railroad operation, and anyone 
knows that Hoffman takes the side of the government. 
Every once in a while you read in the papers about 
how some slick lawyer for the power structure is 
going to try to clean up for Hoffman, They say 
Hoffman knows how to use the law Hoffman don't 
know how to use no law. Hoffman knows some laws 
verbatim and can take them out of pigeonholes and 
use them against people to cover up his fascist op- 
eration, but everybody can see that the man is com- 
pletely biased and prejudiced toward the defendants, 
myself or anybody else who protests or dissents. 

HOW ABOUT THE JURY, IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THEY 
HAVEN’T BEEN TAKEN IN OR HAVE BEEN MOVED ENOUGH BY 


THE DEFENSE THAT THEY WON’T COME IN WITH A GUILTY 
VERDICT? 

I feel that the jury has been taken in. I really 
do. But there are a couple of jurors who are seem- 
ingly, just from watching their actions, more open- 
minded, 1 just don't know anything about the rest 
of the jurors, I've been looking at them. I re- 
member that one of them actually cried crocodile 
tears when that damn judge sat up there like a fool 
and gagged me,, 

Over all. we can’t separate the trial from the 
Nixon- Agnew-Mi tchei 1 team ; everybody knows that. If 
.they don’t know that they have to understand it. I 
understand another thing about the trial, about the 
, way Hoffman has made all those deliberate legal mis- 
takes and biases with the prosecution. When the 
case goes to higher courts for appeals, obviously 
the Nixon-Agnew-Mitchell administration would prefer 
the case be thrown out on a mistrial basis or vio- 
lation of the defendants’ constitutional rights. 

They don’t want it thrown out on the constitutionality 
of the said law that we were all charged with. Be- 
cause understanding how the regime builds itself into 
a more overt fascist state than it is already, they 
need this law as a means, they need this law on the 
books for the next ten, fifteen, twenty-five years 
to scare people away and to trump up charges on other 
people. Just from going to a speaking engagement. 

And that’s very important for people to see and under- 
stand in an overall way. 

My general attitude toward the overall trial, 
you know what that is. And it ? s not only because I’m 
a defendant, because 1 know what it’s doing to the 
constitutional rights of the American people as a 
whole. Black people’s rights have been violated 
for so many years, and now even white people’s rights 
are being violated. Well, if white people’s rights 
are violated in the country overtly like this, then 
black people will never get any freedom. And if 
black people's rights are continually being violated, 
then it’s obvious that white people’s rights are 
being violated, My overall attitude toward the trial 
is a complete rejection of a fascist operation. 

RIGHT NOW YOU'RE WAITING TO BE SENT TO NEW HAVEN 
FOR I RIAL THERE. DO Y’OU HAVE ANY COMMENT ABOUT THAT 
TRIAL r 
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This is going to be another fascist operation, 
it f s not anything else but that* We have a lot of 
information that I think we 1 re going to have trouble 
getting in. We have a lot of facts, we can prove 
George Sams to be an agent -- and I think the court 
is goiqg to do everything they can to stop us from 
being able to present these things in court to prove 
that this is part and parcel of a government oper- 
ation behind the scenes with fascist agents and a 
black racist o George Sams is the key one, the main 
person who has done all this shit to try to dis- 
credit the Black Panther Party 0 I think most people 
aren’t going to want to understand it, we have a 
hard fight against us in this trial, and we have a 
lot of things we have to bring out. 

Sergeant DeRosa of the New Haven police depart- 
ment is one of the main ones working on the local 
level in conjunction with the federal fascist pigs 
to get this thing against us 0 And one of the re- 
cent things they did concerning Warren Kimbro was 
that Sgt, DeRosa got a hold of Warren Kimbro’ s bro- 
ther who is a policeman, a pig in my definition of 
it, from Florida. And he came to town under an as- 
sumed name. Warren Kimbro* s sister who is not in 
jail didn’t even know that her- policeman brother 
was in town. And he and Sgt 0 DeRosa went behind 
the lawyers* backs and began to question Warren 
and scare him and threaten him. They scared him 
with the electric chair, they scared him about his 
kids and everything, who are already being oppres- 
sed in the community. And Warren Kimbro, seemingly 
from all the information I got now, is a new mem- 
ber td the party. 

He was scared and copped out to a second de- 
gree murder charge. His brother and Sgt, DeRosa 
scared the hell out of him, and he jumped up and 
hollered he would plead guilty to this thing, which 
he’s not guilty of, he was just trying to get off, 

I guess, with some short time or something they 
supposedly promised him., Now the lawyer for Warren 
Kimbro has filed a motion on the basis that it was 
involuntary, and one of the most direct violations 
of constitutional rights for the police to make 
Warren Kimbro talk by scaring him. The police had 
told Warren Kimbro after he talked that he was go- 
mg to have to fire his lawyer. Well, he hadn’t 
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fired his lawyer and the lawyers filed a motion on 
an involuntary plea. So we’ll see what happens., 
Warren Kimbro may retract his guilty plea. But 
anyway, this is the behind the scenes operation 
that has been consistently going on. 

Another thing we heard is this so-called Sams 
is up there in the jail and they’ve given him a 
club to walk around the jail with. And he’s beating 
and brutalizing prisoners up there, saying that he’s 
going to get out of jail pretty soon and he* 11 run 
the jail. He’s just a righteous pig brutalizing 
the other inmates in the jail. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED 
TO FRANCES CARTER? 

They gave her six months for what they call 
contempt of court. Because at one point she took 
the fifth amendment on one question or something 
like this, so she got six months in jail. 

DO YOU THINK THEY WERE TRYING TO BRIBE HER OR 
SOMETHING? 

They were trying to set her up to get her to 
probably lie on me, to get her probably to lie on 
EYica Huggins, the leaders of the party -- use one 
to smash ten, something like that. But it didn’t 
work. It’s another one of the operations I think 
that people should look into to show that the case 
against us is a bunch of flimsy bullshit, and that 
they’re working behind the scenes and trying to get 
people to come up scared of the electric chair and 
offer immunity to one or two or three people, or 
something like this. And if they testify they won’t 
be prosecuted. But they probably want to make her 
say on the witness stand that somebody did this, 
somebody did this, make her lie on the witness stand 
against other members. She didn’t go for it, which 
is very good. I don’t know how long she’d been in 
the party at the time, but it’s good that she 
understood that this is the way the pig power struc- 
ture works, to use one against another. I think 
that it’s very progressive and I would hope she 
doesn’t get scared at any point. 

We're not guilty of this shit, and we’ll just 
go right on down to the end with it, and let people 
know what’s going on. Because we’ve got information 
to expose Sams for what he is. 

. TO YOUR KNOWLEDGE WAS ALEX RACKLEY A PANTHER 
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iN GOOD STANDING OR A POLICE AGENT? 

I never knew Rack ley « but what's been report- 
ed to me so far \ Alex Rackley was a brother in good 
standing, a brother who was jammed seemingly by 
this agent George Sams* Everything seemingly was 
done by George Sams from all the information we 
got 0 And then it v s all turned around and the fed- 
eral government arid the establishment press has 
used ail this to try to animaiize the Black Panther 
Party to try to smash the Black Panther Party and 
blame it on party members, Alex Rackley was a 
brother m the Biack Panther Party and he was mur- 
dered and this is what the situation is. 

We're just as pissed off about that as about 
Bobby Hutton or another 0 Although I never knew him 
at ail, it l s another murderous operation that went 
down. In the beginning when this shit first start- 
ed hitting us m the face we had to figure out what 
the hell was going on Q But through our investig- 
ations we J ve come up with enough information to know 
what's going on. We suspected in the first place* 
because we knew we weren’t guilty* and now with the 
other information we’ve got that we know we can 
present in court, we’ll start announcing the fact 
that we* re gonna deal with it 0 

IN NEW YORK, A SIMILAR CASE WHERE PANTHERS HAVE 
BEEN CHARGED WITH BLOWING UP THE BOTANNICAL GAR- 
DENS AND DEPARTMENT STORES, WHERE THEY’RE STILL IN 
JAIL ON ENORMOUSLY HIGH BAIL— IS THERE ANYTHING 
YOU CAN SAY ABOUT THE PROGRESS OF THIS CASE? 


chapter, A s the one they definitely don’t want to get 
out We need Dahruba out because he has a lot of 
information -- we think they might want to try to 
kill Dahruba because he has information on the 
provacateur agents directly related to lying on 
the Panthers and putting this bullshit together 
Blowing up buildings, one thing I’ll say and I've 
said before and everybody knows is that we don’t 
blow up buildings with our people in it, we don't 
blow up buildings where our people go because you 
don’t organize people that way at all. 
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TROOPS SURROUND VENEZUELAN UNIVERSITY 
LIBERATION News Service 

CARACAS, Venezuela (LNS) Army troops sur- 
rounded the spacious ultra-modem campus of the 
University of Caracas last month. The troops came 
to end a student sit-in at the School of Engineer- 
ing. The students demanded the resignation of the 
dean, accusing him of cooperating with military 
intervention m the school and of approving viola- 
tions of university autonomy. 

The political scene at the university has been 
heavy for months. Classes re-opened in January 
after three months of -’forced recess” and military 
occupation, Prensa Latina reported. 
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One sister on $100,000 got out finally. Some 
organization paid the whole $100,000 bail. They 
still won’t let the others out. This is the lat- 
est progress in the whole thing. We just don’t 
have enough money to bail all the brothers out be- 
cause they keep it at $100,000 each which is over 
$i ,000,000 altogether. And the bail bondsmen as 
usual are scared to bail them out. This fear 
doesn't come from whether or not we can pay the 
money bail bondsmen know we can put up the money 
because ultimately we will keep working until we 
raise all the funds. But it’s the power structure 
behind the scene which threatens the bail bondsman 
with licenses and stuff not to touch the rest of 
the members. 

Pah ruba one of the leaders of the New York 
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VIETNAMESE DENIED ADMISSION TO WEST GERMANY 
LIBERATION News Service 
BONN, West Germany (LNS) -- Representatives 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North Viet- 
nam) and of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of South Vietnam were denied entrance recently 
to West Germany. In commenting on the visa denial, 
Unsere Zeit (Our Time), the organ of the West 
German Communist Party, noted that the new West 
German government has no intention of altering that 
nation’s policy of full support for the U.S. aggress- 
ion in Vietnam, The Vietnamese visitors were 
scheduled to meet with radical groups in West 
Germany „ 
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IT’S GETTING WORSE 
By Lee Webb 

LIBERATION News Service / Guardian 

WASHINGTON ; D<C„ (LNS) -- The American worker 
is facing hard times . 

The economic effects of the Vietnam war have 
cracked his fragile prosperity and the crack ap- 
pears to be widening. 

War-generated inflation has hacked the pur- 
chasing power of an average worker’s wages down 
below what it was in 1965, and at the same time 
higher taxes local, state and Federal -- have 
steadily taken bigger bites of what was left. 

Lyndon Johnson tried to win support for the 
Vietnam war by avoiding tax increases and financing 
it through bigger Federal deficits. Beginning 
with 1965, the deficits mounted and began to ac- 
celerate inflation. In 1965 consumer prices rose 
1.7%: but the rate quickly climbed. In 1966 it 
was 2.9%, in 1967, 2,8%; in 1968, 4,2%; and in 
1969 prices rose 6 0 1% 0 

Workers* living standards are hit hard by 
these price increases, and the damage is reflected 
m substantial declines in purchasing power. Gross 
earnings have increased, using the years 1965 and 
1969 as examples, from $96.21 to $110,95. But 
real purchasing power (what’s left after Federal 
taxes and price rises are taken into account) de- 
clined from $87.27 in 1965 to the present $86 £ 03. 

The average worker without dependents lost 
even more. He could spend the equivalent of $79.95 
in 1965 but only $78.12 in 1969. 

Even the business press can’t escape the 
facts. ’’The purchasing power of the average non- 
supervisory worker shrunk for the 11th straight 
month , „ 00 Real spendable earnings for a worker with 
three dependents fell to $77,69 weekly. „ .down 1,1% 
from December 1968.... For all 1969, the [govern- 
ment] report said ’increases in consumer prices 
eroded all gains in earnings, 1 ” wrote The Wall 
Street Journal recently. 

The decline is actually more dramatic than 
these government figures admit because the govern- 
ment statisticians do not subtract the high state 
and local taxes in figuring purchasing power. 

Smaller paychecks mean trouble for working 
families in many ways, One especially frightening 


effect is that less money is available to meet 
the installments on cars, furniture, and mortgage 
payments on the house which are fixed and can’t 
be cut back like food, recreation or school 
clothes. The average family, in fact, has to 
spent some 21, ,3% of its income in meeting these 
payments . 

Savings accounts and savings bonds don’t keep 
up with inflation either. When inflation is higher 
than the interest rate, they actually fall in value. 

Galloping inflation also sends interest rates 
on home mortgages soaring. Workers who buy a home 
for their family now sell themselves into ’’interest 
slavery.” For example, with interest rates over 
9%, banks will get back $53,000 in the course of the 
30 years needed to pay off a $20,000 mortgage. 

In the same period that workers’ wages have been 
declining, corporations and the rich have been en- 
joying unprecedented prosperity. Between 1960 and 
the first half of 1969, for instance, corporate 
after-tax profits skyrocketed up 94.5%, and divi- 
dends to stockholders rose 80% c , 

One of the ways that unionized workers can try 
to stop the decline in their standard of living is 
militance. There are a lot of indications that 
1970 may be one of the roughest years for employers 
in a decade. 

Many major union contracts expire in 1970, in 
fact more this year than any year in the 1960s. 
Contracts for 650,000 auto workers expire as well 
as the contracts for 450,000 truckers. Others ne- 
gotiating new contracts are 70,000 rubber workers, 
425,000 construction workers and 40,000 meat-packing 
workers . 

The working class’s lower standard of living, 
however, is as much caused by rising taxes as by 
inflation. The larger government expenditures, 
moreover, seldom increase services or income for 
working class families. Most of the benefits go 
to the rich and the corporations. 

The Federal government alone, for instance, 
collects an average of $2,834 from every American 
family. Taking all taxes into account, a family 
earning between $7,000 and $10,000 pays more than 
33% of its income as taxes to local, state and 
Federal governments.. 

Workers pay the bulk of Federal taxes, and their 
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share is growing as the corporate share declines 
At the beginning of World War II, for instance , 
workers paid only 45% of Federal taxes ; but in 
1970 they will pay 68% of the total, according to 
government figures. 

Unlike the rich and the corporations who en- 
joy over $50 billion m tax "loopholes’* -- accord- 
ing to a former official in the Department of 
the Treasury — workers can't use these expense 
accounts, depletion allowances; tax exempt bonds 
and other "loopholes” to escape taxes. 

State and local taxes are even more "re- 
gressive" (cutting harder into poor peoples’ in- 
come than rich peoples f j than Federal taxes* In 
fact, state and local levies have been rising 
faster than the Federal bite* In the last ten 
years, local taxes have gone up 120%, state 
taxes nearly double that to 260%, while Federal 
taxes have gone up 7 i 3%, No wonder that working 
class anger at taxts has focused on state and 
local governments . 

Being more regressive, state and local taxes 
force the working man and woman rather than the 
businessman or the corporations to carry the bulk 
of the financial burden for state and local 
governments „ 

Sales taxes are the usual device. Forty-five 
states now have them on the books. The rates go 
from 2% m four states to 6% in Pennsylvania* 
Twenty states collect at a rate of 4% or higher. 
Cities and towns are resorting to this re- 
gressive tax more and more in order to supplement 
another regressive levy the property tax* 

Forty of fifty -seven upstate New York counties 
now collect sales taxes, for instance, and New 
York City adds its own 3% levy on top of the 3% 
that New York State collects* 

The property tax — major revenue raiser for 
local governments - is usually applied in such a 
way as to force the home owner to pay his own 
share plus making up the difference for the low 
rates that are enjoyed by commercial and manu- 
facturing property,, 

30 

f+f + ttf + rti 1 + + * t-+ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ * ♦ -*• t ♦ ■* -» -tf + ♦ ♦♦♦ 


SEVENTEEN- YEAR OLD BLACK GIRL SENTENCED TO DEATH 
By SCEF 

LIBERATION News Service 

ROCK* MOUNT, N*C, (LNS) -- Protests are con- 
tinuing around the case of Marie Hill, a 17 -year-old 
black girl who was sentenced to death more than a 
year ago lor the alleged murder of a white store 
keeper 

The North Carolina Supreme Court recently up- 
held Miss Hill's conviction. Demonstrations aimed 
at getting Gov, Bob Scott to commute her sentence 
have been held* but he says that he does not intend 
to act on the case until all legal appeals have 
been exhausted. 

Lawyers are now working on an appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court, since the North Carolina law 
under which Miss Hill was sentenced to death was 
later declared unconstitutional. 

The attorneys also contend that the death penal- 
ty is cruel and unusual punishment for a 17-year-old 
girl, that her confession was involuntary and should 
not have been admitted as evidence; that she should 
have had a preliminary hearing* 

At her trial last year* Miss Hill was repre- 
sented by a former state senator appointed by the 
court. He said that she was in South Carolina at 
the time of the murder* Witnesses were produced. 

The state based its case on a confession she made 
before she was represented by a lawyer. She later 
repudiated the confession. The authorities did not 
produce fingerprints or other scientific evidence 
to prove that she was at the scene of the crime. 

The trial was brief and ended with a guilty 
verdict. The jury did not recommend life imprison- 
ment -- and without that recommendation. Miss Hill 
was automatically sentenced to death* 

For the last year s she has been kept by her- 
self in a small : 8 foot by 6 foot cell in the 
maximum security part of the women’s prison* Her 
mother died several months ago. : while Miss Hill was 
in prison 

The campaign to free Marie Hill has support in 
both the black and white communities, and has 
sparked a general campaign to abolish the death 
penalty in North Carolina, Statistics over the 
last 60 years show that the death penalty has been 
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directed at black people. Since i9i0. for example, 
150 whites have been sentenced to death (.and 68 
executed) while 335 black people have been sen- 
tenced to death and 206 executed,, 
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FASCISTS VAMP SFXOND CITY HEADQUARTERS 
By Robbylee 

LIBERATION News Service 

CHICAGO (LNS) — Members of the ultra right 
Legion of Justice staged an attack against the 
Guild Bookstore, headquarters of the Chicago un- 
derground newspaper Second City ; Tuesday night, 
February 3 0 

Four thugs,, wearing ski masks and carrying 
clubs,, tear gas and mace, barged into the ship at 
about 9:15 pm c , overturning bookshelves, newspa- 
per racks and furniture, and spraying mace and an 
irritant gas toward a Guild member in the shop* 

Similar attacks have been made on members of 
the Young Socialist Alliance, in DeKaib* Illinois 
on December 6 and in Chicago cn November 1„ 

Several people were beaten in each incident by 
a gang of men dressed and armed in the same 
fashion as those who attacked the Guild, Some of 
those victims required hospitalization. 

Although the Legion of Justice is small in 
size (they claim 125 members in the Chicago area 
and 450 nationally, which is probably exaggerated) 
the police seem "‘unab*e ; to do anything to stop 
their attacks. Indeed; they operate with the 
tacit approval of the police* 

The sergeant officiating after the attack on 
the Guild said that as lcng as the store sold 
left-wing literature , at tacks like this could be 
expected* He told the landlady of the building 
that the attack occurred', because of the Communist 
literature in the store The Guild also has a 
variety of novels, poetry and even some used 
Bibles. 

So far the gestapo-iike tactics of this par- 
ticular group are confined to Northern Illinois; 
but with the prevailing atmosphere today, 
such movements can easu> flourish and become a 
serious threat to movement activity unless a 
counter attack is mcuntcu One important part of 


such an attack is publicity--the fascists and 
their methods must be exposed. Another important 
tactic is the familiar one of self-defense* All 
movement groups must be preparted to protect them- 
selves, not only from the police, but from all 
right wing groups in their area. 

--30-- 

ARTHUR SCHLESINGER JR* SEES SOME 
GUERRILLA THEATER 

NEW YORK (LNSj-- Arthur Schlesinger, Jr J<? 
showed up at a preview showing of the new Antonioni 
movie ’'Zabriskie Point/* But he made the mistake 
of sitting in front of a staff member of Liberation 
News Service (LNSJ who recognized the noted historian, 
'•That's your bourgeois history, Schlesinger,"* 
the LNSer said; when an explosibn rips apart a 
library m the luxurious office-retreat of a multi- 
million dollar development company. 

The woman accompanying Schlesinger laughed 
when a similar explosion hit a closet filled with 
gowns and evening dresses. “Don’t laugh, that’s 
your wardrobe/* the woman was told* 

After the movie was over,, Schlesinger called 
the LNS staffer a “tea party revolutionary* ” 

The tester guerrilla replied: “You should have 
no peace and quiet or comfort anywhere* Some day 
pigs like you won’t be able to walk in the public 
streets* And that day isn’t too far off.” 

Schlesinger, long time Harvard professor and 
historian, was a high-ranking assistant to President 
John K Kennedy and was responsible for developing 
policies leading to U..S. intervention in Vietnam 
and Cuba and throughout the Third world* 

-30- 
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MODERN (CAPITALIST) MEDICINE IN PERU 
LIMA, Peru (LNS) -- A busy clandestine market 
in human organs exists m Peru and can’t be controlled, 
a representative of a surgeons’ group told the 
press recently,. For example, the doctor noted, a 
ycung man named Hugo Vi liar purchased a kidney from 
an anonymous donor for the equivalent of $600, 
according to a Prensa Latina report* 

-30- 
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ETHIOPIAN STUDENTS TRASH ETHIOPIAN 


EMBASSY IN PARIS 

PARIS (LNSj Mere than 30 Ethiopian students 
charged into the Ethiopian embassy in Pans, Jan, 

5, in protest against the assassination of four 
students at the University of Addis Abbaba, 

The students were killed during a clash with 
police loyal to the regime of Emperor Haile Selas- 
sie. One of the dead students was Ato Tilahun 
GizaWj president of the Ethiopian Union of Students, 
Ten students were wounded m the fight at the 
university m the Ethiopian capital city. 

At the Paris embassy, the young Ethiopians 
shouted ,f Haiie Selassie, Murderer;’ 1 and smashed up 
some of the Embassy's fancy furniture. Embassy 
officials called m the Paris cops., but the Ethio- 
pian students got away. Several were arrested a few 
days later, 

— 30— 
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POLLUTION BOARD DEMONSTRATION 

BERKELEY. California (LNS)-- At a recent meet- 
ing of the Bay Area Air Pollution Control District, 
a group from the Ecology Liberation Front read a 
list of complaints against the board of Directors 
of the District; and declared itself to be the 
’’People's Air Pollution Control Board,” After the 
declaration, a shouting match developed during 
which the Board cancelled the meeting; apparently 
to show that it would not be ’’intimidated” by peo- 
ple who want clean air. 

The straight press reported that the ELF dis- 
ruption ’’prevented the Board from voting to reveal 
the the names of the Bay Area v s top tep industrial 
polluters;” which., after four months of study, and 
great public pressure the Board said they were 
now ready to do. 

The Board; which includes no blacks, chicanos 
students.- workers or women, functions as a public 
relations agent for industrial polluters. 

The President of the board worked many years 
for Pacific Gas and Electric, one of the largest 
polluters m the area. Another member worked for 
the American Petroleum Association, a lobby for 
corporations lkie Sheii and Standard Oil, both 


also among the largest polluters. 

Current levels of pollution are sufficient 
to bring about sharp increases in incidence 
ana seriousness of respiratory diseases and cancer. 
Numerous studies have shown that at current concen- 
trations pollutants caused increased problems with 
athsmaj, emphysema, bronchitis and general infections 
like the common cold. 

Under new state regulations, sulfur oxide con- 
centrations must be reduced to below .Sppm by Nov- 
ember, The Board currently permits these concentra- 
tions to reach five times that level for up to eight 
hours per day. Meeting the new standards will cause 
expensive changes in the procedures of many industries o 
The Board had refused to release the names of 
the top ten polluters because such information was 
said to endanger trade secrets. 

For more information on the Ecology Liberation 
Front call 21 3-548-2888, 

— 30— 

[Thanks to Cid Swartz of Berkeley for this information] 

THE THIRTEEN MAJOR EVENTS OF THE SIXTIES 

HAVANA^ (LNSJ-- Bohemia magazine* Cuba’s popular 
illustrated weekly* recently published an article 
detailing what the magazine considered the 13 major 
events of the sixties. They were' 

The war in Vietnam* Algerian independence* in- 
ternal struggles in the U,S. (the black movement and 
the anti-war movement)* the war in the Middle East* 
the kidnapping of the Yankee ambassador in Brazil* 
the assassination of Patrice Lumumba* the first man 
in space* the Panamanian People confronting U.S, 
troops, the assassination of John F, Kennedy* the 
Yankee intervention in the Dominican Republic* the 
death of Ho Chi Minh* the first heart transplant* and 
the French crisis of May-June 1968. 

— 30— 
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WOMEN: A JOURNAL OF LIBERATION 

BALTIMORE (LNS) -- Women: A Journal of Libera- 
tion, is a new on-going media project of the women's 
liberation movement. The magazine, published five 
times a year, covers many aspects of the liberation 
movement and the women’s liberation movement, For 
subs «; $5 a year) or single copies ($1.25), write 
Women; A Journal of Liberation, 3011 Guilford Ave 
Baltimore, Md - 21218 
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ALAMEDA COUNTY SHERI H : S lMUC ! 1.;' 

LIBERATION News Service 

OAKLAND, Calif. (LNS) -- Before ire was booted 
out of office, former US. Attorney Cecil Poole, 
who is black, surprised and angered a lot o l peo- 
ple when he got Justice Department indictments 
against 12 Alameda County sheritr’s deputies for 
violating the civil rights ot Citizens during the 
People’s Park struggle last May, 

Until Nixon came into office, Cecil Poole was 
The Man, the representative of the federal govern- 
ment in its attacks against the antiwar, civil 
rights and student movements 

But Poole remained unfoigiveabiy black in 
skin if not in soul -- last year reactionary US 
Senator George Murphy blocked him from a Federal 
judgeship, and at the beginning of this year, after 
eight years of service to Uncle Sam, he was in- 
formed that he would not be reappointed. Since 
then, Poole has apparently done some re-thinking 
about who he is and where he’s at. 

At a recent press conference, he said Lheie 
was a concerted effort on the part of the Justice 
Department to wipe out the Black Panther Party, 

And now he has had the audacity to seek - and 
get - - Grand Jury indictments against 12 ot 
Sheriff Madigan's deputies for beating and shoot- 
ing onlookers and participants in r fie People's 
Park demonstrations of 1P6D. 

But the Justice Department did not execute 
Poole’s indictments for the purpose of smoothing 
his wounded ego, 'Ihe decision to prosecute the 
People’s Park destroyers was designed to appeal to 
liberals and ecologists, to make them less hostile 
to Attorney General John Mitchell's unsavory 
operations 

The Just lie UepaMmciu r r . r M I >■ t p | » l i ^ m i i<>r a 
soaring increase m . t > d^pu ■ < Budget. Mi»ch 

ell had the 1 r- ’ u ! * r I / •‘i'.n m> h;\ po. ker 

but he needed 'u- of liheial cungr -u'unr.i i! 
his appropria 1 ! ? - ■ • f n j . •' j ->\ • ? * 

support fr r *v M > •• •» - ■ ■ - }l ’• ’ h 1 1 : ‘ ,r 

Just ice f * ('*< - f - ■ nc • 1 ■ » i 

rights caw » ■ - * f : ■ 1 p 1 ■ r " r ! * ,f 1 ■ 1,1 f ! * n 1 • 

cases iruol's ing .-.'■"I'. ..ng* 1 r l|t .-a :- f 

congressmen wh - -•* , ; 1 1 ' ; l ' 1 ! ' ! " 


what then? lie gave Cecil Poole free reign 
to temporal ■ ly sacrifice a number of deputies 
on the basis of civil rights violations. It was 
a sure -tire no -risk move -- no Alameda County 
jury of middie-class whites would ever find 
police officers guilty of anything. The deputies 
gee put on trial (and eventually turned loose); 
sheriff Madigan gets mad but he gets over it 
i possibly by getting his revenge by indicting the 
People’s Park leaders, which he hasn’t done yet); 
Mitchell gets his appropriation. 

The people of the Berkeley community are not 
fooled by the ’’civil rights” indictments, Wendy 
Schlesinger, one of the People's Park builders who 
ii now working m the Berkeley Tenants Union com- 
mon ted : 

’’Remember Chicago. They indicted eight cops 
-- and then let them go. But they used those in- 
dictments to balance out and justify the Chicago 
Eight " 

A number of Berkeley people point out that the 
indictments shouldn’t have been brought against the 
individual cops, but against the real criminals 
-- Sheriff Madigan, Ronald Reagan and University 
of California Chancellor Roger Heyns . 

Berkeley activists find the indictments helpful 
only in terms of the continuing struggle in Berkeley 
- where resistance through boycott and picketing 
still continues at People’s Park and where a rent 
strike is gathering momentum, 

"In a way, it's a beautiful situation for the 
Tenants Union,” noted Jack Nichols, one of the chief 
RTU organizers. ”lt’s the Alameda County sheriffs 
who have to do the evicting if the landlords get 
couit order b to evict. If the deputies who come 
to kick people out of their homes are the same men 
who are under indictment for brutality and murder, 
t h cm e wi ll be massive support in the city for keep- 
m* them out and preventing the evictions . 11 

Nichois feels that the appearance of deputies 
specifically accused of the beatings and shootings 
would guarantee another not m Berkeley. "The 
indictments themselves don’t mean shit,” he said. 

"M will prohabl> be another whitewash, like the 
a i gun- Morel case ” But what the indictments 
nr u'jmg ai Mu s time is to remind the people of 
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the events of last May. "We had all put that peri- 
od out of our minds. We didn’t want to think 
about it -- it was like a bad dream. But now we 
are remembering that time -- and we're mad. This 
is a good time for that to happen -- not to scare 
the people, but to get them aroused," 
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DESERTERS IN CANADA REFUTE PENTAGON STATISTICS 
LIBERATION News Service 

MONTREAL (LNS) -- The American Deserters 
Committee (ADC) of Montreal has refuted the Penta- 
gon's recent statement which claims that there 
are only "576 American deserters in Canada," 

in contrast to this figure, the ADC has re- 
ceived 650 deserters in 1969 alone. Deserters 
continue to arrive at the Montreal office at the 
rate of 20 per week. Spokesmen for the ADC in 
Montreal stated that there are between 800 and 
1200 deserters m Montreal. This, of course, 
does not include the deserter communities in 
Toronto, Vancouver and other major Canadian ci- 
ties, (It also doesn't include draft resisters, 
numbering in the tens of thousands,) 

It is believed that there are between 3,000 
and 6,000 deserters all over Canada, In Toronto, 
the Anti -Draft Programme receives between seven 
and fifteen deserters daily -- twice the number 
that the ADC receives. 

The Pentagon further claimed that only "107 
cases" of desertion were attributable to the 
Vietnam war, 

"That's a patent lie," said one of the ADC's 
immigration counsellors. "In over 50% of the 
cases, men have left the military and the U.S. 
after they had received orders to Vietnam." 

Further, 10% to 15% of the men in Canada 
deserted the military after serving a tour in 
Vietnam. One veteran of the war, a Marine with 
only six months of service left, said: "After 

what I saw and experienced in Vietnam, I just 
couldn't accept an honorable discharge without 
feeling like a complete hypocrite. I just can't 
see how any human being can be proud of what 
we're doing there-" 
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ANTI -WAR FAST BEGINS, TO LAST 75 DAYS 
LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- A 75 -day national 
fast to demand immediate withdrawal of all U.S. 
troops from Vietnam began Ash Wednesday, Feb. 11, 
with a ceremony in front of the White House. 

The Fast Action Project, covering the period 
through Lent and Passover, is sponsored by Clergy 
and Laymen Concerned about Vietnam and the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, The vigil will last 
until Apr. 27. 

The fasters plan to visit their congressmen 
to demand immediate withdrawal. Supporters of the 
fast will mark certain days and weeks to focus 
on different aspects of the Vietnam war and its 
cost to the American people. 

"For some, this Lenten-Passover Fast Action 
Project may well be the time when their politics 
get shaken, their life-style revamped, their voca- 
tion altered or even their previous actions 
severely judged," said the Rev. Richard Fernandez, 
the fast organizer. "While it is debateable 
whether this action will produce a new world without 
war, it is nevertheless true that it has the po- 
tential of producing new people who will work hard- 
er for peace." 

Activities of support, including local fasts, 
will take place in front of Federal buildings 
across the nation. 

-30- 
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NIXON GETS AN LBJ WELCOME IN CHICAGO 
LIBERATION News Service 

CHICAGO (LNS) -- President Nixon came to Chi- 
cago, the garrison city, for a conference on 
pollution recently. 

Ninety minutes before he arrived at the airport, 
the Chicago police began lining Michigan Avenue to 
form a guard in front of the Sheraton-Blackstone 
hotel, where the President was to stay. Mayor Daley 
had placed "Welcome to Chicago" placards on every 
lamp post, but nothing could alter the grayness of 
the city or the lack of popular enthusiasm. Richard 
Nixon was greeted by a fireworks display, three 
helicopters, 400 policemen and a bagpipes corps. 


Page 10 


LIBERATION News Service (#234) 


Feb. 14, 1970 


, . .more , . 


A handful of protesters were on hand tor 
the chief executive’s arrival. When they saw him, 
they chanted, ”Hey, hey, LBJ, how many kids did 
you kill today?” The chants were warmly received 
by a few passers-by. 

-30- 
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SUGAR CROP: CUBA REACHES THIRD MILLION TON 

HAVANA (LNS) - - The third million in Cuba’s 
10-million-ton sugar harvest was reached Feb. 10, 
only one day behind schedule, according to an 
official announcement. Los diez millones van! 
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CULTURAL GENOCIDE IN FRENCH CANADA 

CHURCH POINT, Nova Scotia (LNS) -- A recent 
government decision is forcing the College Sainte 
Anne out of existence. The college was founded in 
1802 to serve the French Canadian community in 
western Nova Scotia and has done so successfully. 
But the strong movement to Anglicize French- 
speaking Canadians has led to the government 
decision to cut off funds from the college, hoping 
to force it to close or to relocate it in an 
English-speaking community. 

Strong objections from the college and the 
town of Church Point led to a government decision 
to make Ste. Anne into a junior college. This 
compels students to leave the area to complete 
their education -- in English -- and at consider- 
able expense. 

All attempts by the Church Point community to 
negotiate with the government have failed. The 
Nova Scotia government, furthermore, has turned a 
deaf ear to Church Point and Ste. Anne, knowing 
that without help from the province, xt is only a 
matter of time before the college will be starved 
out . 
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TUPAMAROS, URUGUAYAN GUERRILLAS, MASS-PRODUCE B0 MB 5 
LIBERATION News Stryi.cc 

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay (LNS) -- Ihe (upamaros, 
Uruguay’s urban guerrillas, are now m-inu tacturxng 
anti-personnel bombs in quantity or. a mass- 
product ion basis. Ihe information about the 


guerrillas’ technological achievements was re- 
leased by the Materiel and Weapons Service of the 
Uruguayan Army, and was reported by Prensa Latina, 
the Cuban press agency. 

So far, the main activity of the Tupamaros has 
been to gather money for furthering their struggle, 
chiefly through robbing banks and gambling casinos. 
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SID PECK VICTORY. JUDGE RULES CHICAGO POLICE 
VIOLENCE UNJUSTIFIED 

CHICAGO (LNS) -- Mayor Daley’s systematic venge- 
ance against the demonstrators who shook his town 
during the 1968 Democratic National Convention has hit 
a snag. Sidney Peck, co-chairman of the New Mobili- 
zation Committee, escaped what might have been a 12 
year sentence when a Chicago court judge found him 
not guilty of aggravated battery against Chicago’s 
deputy superintendent of police. 

While acquitting Peck on the heavier charge. 

Judge Felix Boscio found Peck guilty on two lesser 
counts -- aggravated assault and resisting arrest. 

The judge's final remarks made a suspended sentence 
seem likely, 

"It's really a major victory,” said Peck. 

Judge Boscio 's decision came as a real surprise 
after the prosecution had argued in its summation 
that a not guilty verdict would be tantamount to 
calling Deputy Superintendent of Police James Roch- 
ford a liar. Rochford (and two otheT Chicago pigs) 
claimed that Peck had attacked him. 

Boscio ruled that the Chicago police used force 
far m excess of what was necessary to subdue Peck, 
and that a police beating of Peck was wholly unjus- 
tified. 

Peck, a sociology professor at Case-Western 
Reserve University, was clubbed down, beaten and 
dragged 100 feet to a paddy wagon during the Demo- 
cratic Convention demonstration. His injuries 
required hospitalization and surgery. 
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NO SMOKING RULE ADOPTED AT W.H.O. MEETING 

GENEVA (l.Nbj - A no smoking rule for meetings 
was adapted unanimous iy by representatives of the 
World Health Organization who meet regularly in Geneva. 
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A statement issued by the WHO said that "no one who 
is working to improve the health of mankind can 
remain impassive to the problem of tobacco," accord- 
ing to a Prensa Latina dispatch. 

-30- 

BERKELEY POLICE COMPLEX BOMBED 

BERKELEY, Calif. (LNS) -- Friday the 13th was 
welcomed in at 12:02 a.m. when a bomb blast went off 
in the north parking lot of the Berkeley Hall of 
Justice - City Hall complex. Twelve inch pipe 
bombs had been placed in canvas airline satchels 
under two different cars in the lot -- a Plymouth, 
and an Impala -- both totally destroyed. An 
Aust in-American nearby was also destroyed. Other 
cars had tires and windows blown out. The blast 
knocked out windows of the court building adjacent 
to the parking lot, and windows of a Pacific Gas 
and Electric building across the street. The bomb 
blast was heard throughout Berkeley. 

Flying shrapnel struck two reserve officers 
just getting off the midnight shift. One of them, 
Paul Morgan, age 30, by day a mortician, is the son 
of Hugh P. Morgan who owns the Little Chapel of 
Flowers Mortuary and is the president of the Berke- 
ley Chamber of Commerce. The other injured officer, 
Allen Hamm, 34, is also employed as an auto mechan- 
ic . 


The bombings occured two days after a stormy 
meeting at City Hall over the proposed use of heli- 
copters for police surveillance of the Berkeley 
community. 

The FBI has been called in to investigate, but 
any arrests will remain in the jurisdiction of the 
Berkeley Police Department. 
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PRIESTHOOD? VERY FEW TAKERS 

LIMA, Peru (LNS) -- Young Peruvian men are not 
flocking to the seminaries these days. In fact, 
according to a Prensa Latina report, they're avoiding 
them like the plague. In 1969, only 56 young men 
signed up to study to become priests, and by the 
end of the year, 13 had dropped out. So far in 1970, 
only four men have responded to the "call," Prensa 
Latina reported. Peru has 13 million people. 

The priesthood has never been particularly 
attractive to large numbers of Latin American men, 
requiring the Vatican to send priests from Spain, 
Italy and Germany to "tend the natives 1 souls." 

One of the first actions of the Revolutionary 
Government in Cuba was to expel the foreign priests. 
The priests remaining in Cuba have at least tacitly 
supported the Revolution, and the churches have 
remained open. 

-30- 


This is the latest in a long series of bomb- 
ings that have taken place in the Berkeley area. 

The South Pacific Railroad, ROTC, PG§E stations, 
and new high-rent apartment buildings have been 
targets for recent bombings. A year ago on the 
anniversary of Huey P. Newton's incarceration, 
several police stations in the San Francisco Bay 
area were bombed. 

"We have had a lot of bombing and we've reco- 
vered a great amount of explosives in the area," 
a lieutenant told reporters. "We've arrested some 
people and we have warrants outstanding for others. 
We don't know whether any of these others are con- 
nected to the bombings." A reporter asked if police 
had any group or individuals in mind, and was told 
"We have some thoughts on the matter but it would 
be premature to disclose them at this point." 
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TORTURE IN PARAGUAYAN JAILS 

MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay (LNS) -- Paraguayan exiles 
living in neighboring Uruguay recently released new 
facts concerning the torture of political prisoners 
in Paraguay. 

Sebastian Eliseiro and Jorge Dubra, two exiles, 
reported that dozens of Paraguayans arrested during 
last June'£ visit by Nelson Rockefeller are still 
languishing in jail. The exiles said that political 
prisoners are tortured -- sometimes until they die. 
They receive little or no food, are permitted no 
visitors and are kept in dark cells for months on 
end. Two Paraguayan labor leaders, Julio Rojas and 
Antonio Maidana, are still in jail even though they 
were absolved of their "crimes" by the courts. 

About one- fifth of the 2,500,000 Paraguayan 
pe op le, a r c., i n ex i le -- mostly in Argentina, Ugu^uay ayd, 
February 14, 1970 more..! 


N.Y t PANTHER 21 TRIAL- MICHAEL TABOR TESTIi-IES 
ON BECOMING A PANTHER 
By LIBERATION News Service 
NEW YORK (LNS) -- Michael Cetewayo Tabor, one 
of the Panther 21, took the witness stand during the 
second week of the Panther 21 trial and told Judge 
Murtagh, DA Phillips, and the rest of the people in 
the courtroom about the M~i4 rifle, the two shot 
guns, one of them sawed off, and the P-38 pistol he 
kept in his Manhatten apartment. He told how he 
came to be a Black Panther and had taken up arms. 

The black people in the audience heard him describe 
their own life histories, the history of the black 
colony* It was as if the Judge and the DA weren’t 
there, as if they didn’t matter. 

For five years, from age 13 to age 18, he was 
addicted to heroin , to ’’the plague." He was a high 
school drop out, a street kid. His whole life re- 
volved around getting a fix, getting off, getting 
high. He became a member of the "cloud nine soc- 
iety*” At thirteen he was "desperate and depressed” 
and began shooting up to escape the pain. 

Tabor described drug addiction as a social 
problem; he defined it in relationship to the Mafia, 
to police in the colony, white youth and pot, in- 
ternational big business, oppression and injustice. 

He told the courtroom audience how heroin' had "ob- 
literated the ugly realities of ghetto existence,” 

It closed his nostrils to "the stench of urine-soaked 
ten ament dungeons It made him "deaf to the 
screaching sirens of pig police cars as they raced 
through the black jungle in response to the cry of 
another police car in distress." Heroin supplied 
the "need to escape oppression," It sapped the 
energy to rebel , 

In most court cases when a defendant is ques- 
tioned by the district attorney about prior arrests 
he refuses to testify. His lawyer argues that he 
should not be judged guilty or innocent in the pre- 
sent matter on the ba^is of past cases. But Michael 
Tabor admitted to his previous arrests He told hew 
he robbed and mugged so that he could get a fix.. 

But he never stole from black people, although he 
admitted that most black addicts steal from black 
people. Every place south of 110th Street, he said, 
was "part of the Mother Country"; territory where he 


robbed furs and jewelry. 

DA Phillips tried to depict Tabor as a hab- 
itual criminal* but Tabor's sense of what con- 
stitutes crime is completely different from Phil- 
lips’ He said that crime is "exploitation of 
poor people by filthy rich pigs " Phillips shook 
his head, snorted* stamped his feet. When 
Ph i 1 i ips as ke d Tabor how often he had been in jail 
he answered. "1 have been in a penal institution 
for the 23 years of my life. All of America is 
a State prison." "That’s not what I meant by 
prison*" Phillips observed, 

But Tabor had quit being an addict* He had 
stopped stealing in order to buy heroin . He told 
the audience how Malcolm X’s Autobiography had hit 
him like a thunderbolt; it gave him "a new out- 
look on life," And then Tabor became a Black 
Panther. He became convinced that the only way 
to end the plague, to end addiction was to make 
the revolution,, As a Panther he would kick two 
habits -- heroin , and acquiescence before the 
white oppressor. 

Tabor said that heroin was used by the soc- 
iety to kill off black youth, to kill §ff revol- 
utionaries. "Capitalism plus dope," he said, 
"equals genocide,," He noted that getting blacks 
hooked on heroin was getting them "to pay for 
their own extermination " It was "death on the 
installment plan.," 

Before he was arrested on April 2, 1969, 

Tabor worked on the Panther Breakfast program to 
feed black children* and for the Liberation School 
to teach black children to read and write. On 
April 2nd the police came to his apartment* 
Rosamond Bennett, his wife, answered the knock 
on the door, An officer said that there had been 
a noise complaint, and he was checking it out. 
Rosamond Bennett refused to open the door. The 
policeman showed no search warrant, no warrant for 
Tabor s arres t , 

When Bennett didn’t open the door the police 
kicked it down Inside, Tabor was standing before 
them . his fingers spread wide to show he was un- 
armed. ilc was thinking of Bobby Hutton getting 
killed by Oakland pigs, and Cleaver getting shot 
m the l eg. 

( *234 J 
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"Were you afraid, were you nervous?" Phillips 
asked. 

"No," Tabor answered* 

"You mean to tell me that the police had a gun 
on you and you were unafraid?" the DA questioned* 
"Yes, that's right," Tabor replied. "I had a 
gun drawn on me by a white cop when I was six years 
old. I've developed an immunity to police drawing 
guns. It's standard form in the ghetto*" 

A policeman handcuffed him, placed him face 
down on the kitchen floor and put a shot-gun on his 
necko "Make a move, black bastard, and I'll blow 
your head off," he told Tabor* 

Throughout Tabor's testimony the spectators - 
shouted out "Right on," and "Run it down*" Judge 
Murtagh lectured the audience, "The court insists 
on complete order*" He noted that he had an "in- 
tolerance of deviation from normal conduct 0 " Mur- 
tagh also found the "smirks" on the faces of the 
defense lawyers obj ectionable 0 

But Murtagh 's lectures didn't intimidate the 
Panthers* In the next session, after the judge's 
insistence on order, the defendants entered the 
courtroom shouting "Off the Pig," "Power to the 
People* " Most of the spectators had been cowed by 
Murtagh* Only a few isolated individuals whisper- 
ed back "Power to the People*" 

"What was that?" the Judge asked* One Panther 
stood up, faced the crowd and said, "Don't be 
threatened by Mudface Murtagh* Don't be afraid*" 
And the whole audience in unison shouted back 
"Power to the People!" Murtagh had the courtroom 
cleared* 

Why does a black man become a Panther? For 
Michael Tabor, joining the Panthers meant surviving, 
it meant becoming "a socially productive human be- 
ing." It meant "getting high off the people," not 
off heroine* 

-30- 

************************************************** 
DOCTORS STRIKE IN ARGENTINA 

BUENOS AIRES (LNS) -- Thirty thousand Argen- 
tine doctors went on strike last month to protest 
the inadequate health policies of the military 
government. During the strike, the doctors under- 
took only emergency cases. The strike affected 
private practice as well as public hospitals and 
clinics, according to a Prensa Latina dispatch. 


COURT IN CONTEMPT OF WOMEN, BUSTS MAN FROM RAT 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) -- Women on the Rat, a New York 
underground paper, recently staged a collective 
takeover of the paper, after its Jan. 26 issue 
featured a sensationalist article on masturbation 
by ’’liberated women" (entitled "Clit-flit Big Hit ), 
and an article rationalizing pornography, replete 
with photos . 

The next issue of Rat was produced entirely by 
women and dealt primarily with the question of 
women's liberation and the revolutionary role of 
women . 

On Thursday, Feb. 12, Gary Thiher, former 
managing editor of the Rat, was busted on charges 
of obscentiy stemming from that same Jan. 26 issue. 

The women’s editorial collective at Rat, which 
is now putting out the paper, see the bust as part 
of a system of political harassment directed against 
Rat over the past two years -- in the form of FBI 
raids, tapped phones, a bugged office and denial 
of mailing permits and press passes for the staff. 

Rat women made the following statement about 
their takeover and the bust: 

"The court is in contempt of women. It is not 
for an obscene male judicial system that oppresses 
women through abortion, marriage, prostitution and 
birth control laws to define what is anti-women. 

Women must determine what is offensive to them and 
must deal with it by acting to change it. We took 
over editorial control because of the male supremacy 
of the male-dominated staff, and the sex attitudes 
of the paper. "Obscenity” can also become the pre- 
text for political harrassment of the new RAT. Even 
though the sexism in RAT is over, we realize and 
recognize the purely political purposes for the arrest 
of Gary Thiher, We demand that all charges against 
him be dropped." 

-30- 

TOM PAINE SPEAKS 

"It is the violence which is done and threatened 
to our persons, the destruction of our property by 
armed force, the invasion of our country by fire 
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OKLAHOMA UNDERGROUND PAPER WINS COURTROOM VICTORY 
LIBERATION News Service 

NORMAN, Okla. (LNS) -- An Oklahoma judge has 
thrown out charges of "selling pictures of sexual 
intercourse" against five staffers of the Jones 
Family's Grandchildren, the underground paper of 
Norman, Okla. 

Judge Elvin Brown, who issued his ruling on 
Constitutional grounds, did so reluctantly He 
noted that the statute involved constitutes a 
violation of "equal protection under law." While 
the statute bans obscene material, it exempts 
movies which pass a U.S. Customs office inspec- 
tion or bear the seal of the Motion Picture 
Association of America, 

Judge Brown urged the district attorney who 
prosecuted the case to appeal the ruling in any 
case to a higher court. "Pictures of sexual 
intercourse," the judge said, "are the ultimate 
obscenity." The Jones Family’s Grandchildren had 
published a graceful drawing of a man and a 
woman fucking as part of a New Year greeting 
card in their paper. 

The D.A. has been overheard saying that he’s 
bound to get the Jones Family newspaper "on some- 
thing . " 

Meanwhile, one staff member, Mike Skinner, 
still faces a possible 10-year jail term for 
"selling indecent writing." 

The Jones Family's Grandchildren needs 
about $3,000 to pay legal costs- Contributions 
may be sent to Jones Family’s Grandchildren, 

Box 2237, Norman, Okla. 73069. 

-30- 
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BRAZILIAN AIRLINES ADOPT POLICY ON SEARCHING 
LIBERATION News Service 

RIO DE JANEIRO (LNSJ -- Several Brazilian 
airlines, in cooperation with the police, have 
begun a policy of searching the baggage and 
persons of passengers. The security measures -- 
designed to prevent a repetition of recent 
hijackings of planes from Brazil to Cuba -- are 
even taken on shuttle flights between Rio and 
Sao Paulo (roughly equivalent in distance and 

frequency to flights between New fork and Washing- 
ton ^ DXJ -30- 


OHIO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS FIGHT FEE HIKE 
1. 1 El RATION News Service 

ATHENS, Ohio (LNS j -- Forty-six students were 
arrested at Ohio University in Athens, Jan. 30, in a 
demonstration against proposed university fee 
increases, The arrests came during a five-hour 
pitched battle on the College Green between 500 
students and some 75 university, city and state 
police . 

The students retaliated against police brutal- 
ity by smashing windows and heaving bricks from 
campus sidewalks. 

The demonstration provided an opportunity for 
the university to test Ohio’s new plan for dealing 
with campus rebellions. The plan provides for rapid 
use of both police power and legal intimidation. 

Fust, the State Highway Patrol was quickly 
mobilized to aid in breaking up the angry crowd. 
Second, two hours after the protest began, the 
university secured an injunction against nine stu- 
dent leaders and a hundred John and Mary Does. 

The court order prohibited assembly, "loud and 
excessive noise," and threatening, inciting, or 
counseling force of violence against university 
persons or property. At the same time, Ohio Uni- 
versity President Claude Sowle requested National 
Guard troops A batallion was immediately put on 
alert in nearby armories. 

Members of the Black Studies Institute were 
instrumental in pointing out the implications of the 
fee increase to the rest of the students. The black 
students brought the issue up at a meeting of the 
Athens Peace Committee. The proposed increases in 
fees of $120 more for in-state students would 
further estrange the university from poor people 
living in the Appalachian mountains in the area, 
while the $400 increase for out-of-staters would 
help hike the price out of the range of inner-city 
residents throughout the nation. 

The first planned action was a demand by 50 
students to meet with President Sowle. He refused, 
saying that he would meet with only five represen- 
tatjves. The Jan. 30 demonstration followed Sowle ’s 
recalcitrance. In the following days, the Ohio 
University campus was in turmoil. Students started 
fires, set off fire alarms and tossed a tear-gas 
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bomb into the campus police headquarters 

-30- 
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POLICE DEPARTMENTS SWITCHING TO DUM-DUM BULLETS 
By Robert Wells 

LIBERATION News Service / College Press / Dispatch 

WASHINGTON, D,C, (LNS) -- Hundreds of Ameri- 
can police departments and some federal agencies 
have quietly approved the stocking and use of 
dum-dum bullets, a survey of law enforcement 
agencies shows. These high-velocity 38-caliber 
hollow-point bullets have been outlawed for use 
in international warfare for more than half a 
century . 

Lee Jurras, president of the Super- Vel 
Cartridge Corporation of Shelbyville, Ind., a 
firm which manufactures the bullets, estimated in 
an interview that 45% of all law enforcement 
agencies in the country are stocking dum-dums. 
Jurras added that since 1967, the U.S. Treasury 
Department, Secret Service, Bureau of Narcotics, 
and the White House Police, have been purchasing 
hollow-point ammunition. 

"This is a touchy subject," explained Super- 
Vel's Lee Jurras, who developed the special bul- 
let. "A lot of minority groups might object. We 
like to keep the discussion within law enforcement 
circles ." 

Police in Miami, Kansas City, Tucson, St. 

Louis and Nashville, and sheriff's departments in 
Los Angeles County and King County (Seattle), 
among many others, have acknowledged using dum- 
dum bullets . 

The bullet takes its name from the old British 
Dum-Dum Arsenal in Calcutta, India. It has a cop- 
per-jacketed base and a soft, hollowed nose. The 
impact of the bullet causes an explosive effect 
in the victim’s body, ripping large holes in the 
flesh . 

The use of the dum-dum has been classified as 
a war crime by a number of international con- 
ventions, including the Hague Declaration of 1907 
signed by the United States. Police point out, 
however, that international agreements do not 
apply inside the United States ihere are no 
domestic laws governing police ammimi t ion . 

Lt . Joseph Mackie oi the King County sheriff’s 
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department responded to the survey by including 
his officiai report on a range test of hollow- 
point bullets, "There is no real problem," the 
report said. "Hollow points are not illegal. When 
we consider wc are carrying a shotgun capable of 
tearing off a limb or disembowelling a person with 
one shot, it seems rather ridiculous to have 
qualms about the fact that there is a hole in the 
end of a pistol bullet." 

In responding to the survey, police officers 
report that the dum-dum is performing as intended 
m the field. Capt . Russell T, Hiatt of Anderson, 
Ind-, where hollow points have been used since 1963, 
tells of three cases m Anderson and three others 
in nearby communities in which "the result was fatal 
to the criminal almost instantly, and in all cases 
just one shot was fired." 

Hiatt writes of one occasion where he himself 
shot a fleeing criminal with a Super-Vel hollow 
point, hitting him in the groin. "The shot penetra- 
ted the main artery in the groin and exited. The 
subject continued running for about two minutes and 
fell over dead. He bled to death." 

The jail ward at the County General Hospital 
m Los Angeles has one of the country’s heaviest 
traffics in dum-dum victims. Although the Los 
Angeles Police Department range-tested the high- 
velocity hollow point and decided against adopting 
it, the bullet has been used by the Los Angeles 
Sheriff's Department and by police in Long Beach, 
Pasadena, Santa Monica, Beverly Hills and Culver 
City, among others . 

Dr Margaret M. McCarron, assistant medical 
director of Los Angeles County General and head of 
the jail ward said that, "in my experience, the 
type of wounds caused by these bullets is definitely 
more severe and represents a radical change from the 
type of wound inflicted by the old type bullet. 

"The high velocity hollow point bullet shatters 
the flesh . .Entrance wounds from the new bullets 
are frequently large and ragged, causing deep gaping 
holes m the flesh As the new bullet passes through 
the body it not only perforates organs but it also 
tears them- 

"Recovery time is definitely lengthened with the 
mushrooming type. The complication rate is also in- 
creased, and on occasion we have had to perform skin 
grafts to close up the entry site," the doctor said. 
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PALESTINE: 

’’ALL THE WOMEN MUST BE COMMANDOS” 
by Sheila Ryan 
LIBERATION News Service 

AMMAN, Jordan (LNS) -- In a brown valley 
not far from Amman, Jordan, rows of tin shacks 
and scattered tents stretch between the low hills. 
This is the A1 Baka’a refugee camp, where 15,000 
Palestinians live, expelled by the Israeli state. 

Vegetable gardens grow in the tiny spaces 
between dwellings; little twig fences pen in a 
chicken or two. The refugees make the most of 
what they have, but circustamce has not been gen- 
erous to them. They subsist primarily on rations 
from the United Nations --an allowance for 
housing, clothing, food, and education of a bit 
more than ten cents a person each day. 

Two years ago one would have said, ”My god, 
what have these people got to hope for? Perhaps 
the women who live in tents can hope that the 
U.N. will give their family one of those single- 
room corrugated tin huts, but that’s about it. 
Forty years of desolation, some hungry kids, then 
you die on the dirt floor of your shack.” 

Western journalists complained that the 
Palestinian refugees were suspicious of them, 
bitter. The children, they said, threw stones at 
photographers. But today the atmosphere is dif- 
ferent. When a battered car belonging to the Demo- 
crati (the Popular Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine, a Marxist commando group) 
drives into A1 Baka'a, the children wave excited- 
ly and call out greetings. Progress in the car is 
slow, because over-eager toddlers rush into the 
path, until older brothers and sisters drag them 
back . 

The Palestinian commandos have shown the re- 
fugees that political power comes out of the 
barrel of a gun, and now that the guns are in 
Palestinian hands, the refugees have hope that 
their homeland is within reach. 

And the guns are not only in the hands of 
Palestinian men. Although until recently tradition 
and the necessities of life have kept most Pales- 
tinian women in refugee camps, the commando groups 
are working actively to draw the 


women into the struggle. Already there are a num- 
ber of women commandos; women were among those who 
attacked Hebrew University in Jerusalem, a Pal- 
estinian women is in jail in Switzerland for hi- 
jacking an El A1 plane, and the espionage and 
sabotage activities of Palestinian women draw the 
admiration of commando group representatives. 

At A1 Baka’a women cadres of the Democrati have 
opened a social center where they teach reading, 
sewing, nursing -- and the use of small arms. 
Classes are conducted in a tiny one-room tin shack. 
The outside walls are plastered with the Pales- 
tinian liberation posters that cover the cities of 
the Middle East. Carefully magic-markered signs 
are tacked up inside: 

”The Arab armies will not return Palestine 
to us: the commandos will.” 

”The rich classes use the army: the poor 
have the commandos,” 

’’Women: your place is with the commandos, 
not only with your children.” 

*■** + * 

For the last twenty years Palestinians have 
been sitting in their camps on the barren hills, 
sunbaked in summer, wracked with pneumonia when 
the winter snows fell, while the eyes of the 
world smile on Israel, the ’’Miracle in the Des- 
ert,” Western governments beamed at Israel, and 
Stalin, too, for his own geopolitical reasons, 
looked toward Isreal in a friendly way. 

Little was said about the fact that the 
’’Miracle” bloomed on land stolen from the Pales- 
tinian Arabs whose families had tilled it for 
centuries. Two-thirds of Israeli settlements 
after 1948 were on land expropriated from Pales- 
tinians. People in the United States ’’didn’t 
know” that most of the trees blossoming in Is- 
rael during the first few crucial years of the 
State's existence had been planted years before 
by the Palestinian Arabs, that the new economy 
was based on the ruin of Palestinian liveli- 
hoods. No voice was heard to say that in the 70 
years from the start of Zionist colonization un- 
til 1948, the Zionists -- despite the protection 
of the British authorities and massive financial 
resources --had Been able to acquire only 6 per- 
cent of the Palestinian land. Yet in a period of 
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two years after the establishment of the state 
of Israel, the Zionists managed to seize title 
to almost all the lands they occupied, and then 
proclaimed the seizure "legal." Camps like A1 
Baka'a are the by-product of that seizure. By 
1967, Palestinian Arabs owned less than one per- 
cent of the ground that had been the homeland of 
their ancestors for thirty centuries, and a mil- 
lion and a half of their people were left home- 
less . 

Shortly after the June War, Moshe Dayan said 
on CBS* Face the Nation, "...I think that it is 
not in accord with cur aims in the future [to in- 
tegrate Arabs in the newly seized areas into the 
Israeli state]. It would turn Israel into either 
a binational or poly-Arab-Jewish state, and we 
want to have a Jewish state.” This statement -- 
in effect that the Zionist vision required the ex 
pulsion of the Palestinians -- is a traditional 
Zionist tenet. In 1919, Theodore Herzl said that 
"Palestine would ultimately become as Jewsh as 
England is English.” 

The Palestinian Arabs, of course, did not 
want their homeland, ruled for hundreds of years 
before the First World War by the Turks, and after 
that for forty years by England, to be handed over 
to Jews from Russia, Germany, Poland, and the U- 
nited States. England, however, decided that the 
Zionist plan for Palestine would further British 
imperial interests; planting an alien group in 
Palestine, dependent on Br. : tain for permission 
to be there, and for defense against those 
whose land and livelihoods it seized, would as- 
sure British control of the adjacent Suez Canal, 
and of the overland routes to the British colony 
in India. 

The Zionist leadership was well aware of 
the imperial role its settler state would play 
in Palestine: Theodore Herzl said on one occas- 
sion, "If it is God's will that we return to our 
historic fatherland, we should like to do so as 
representatives of Western ci ;ili-;.; r .cn, and bring 
cleanliness, order and tho we-l-disti lied cus- 
toms of the Occident to tils r .ague -ridden 
blighted comer of the Orient." In his pamphlet, 
The Jewish State, he wrote "We should form there 
[in Palestine] a portion of the rampart of Europe 


against Asia, an outpost of civilization as op 
posed to barbarism.” 

And so, in 1917, the bargain was sealed be- 
tween the Zionist settlers and the British imper- 
ialists. Britain proclaimed in the Balfour Declar- 
ation, that "His Majesty's Government views with 
favor the establishment of a national home for the 
Jewish people," despite the fact that Palestine, 
which Britain had yet to wrest from the Turks, had 
only a small Jewish minority, somewhat under ten 
percent of the population. 

When, on November 30, 1947, fighting broke 
out between the Jews and the Arabs of Palestine, 
to determine the country's fate when the British 
left, the effects of the British occupation left 
the Zionists far better prepared for battle than 
the Arabs. The lopsided administration of regula- 
tions had confiscate^ between 1935 and 1947, 7600 
rifles from the Palestinian Arabs and only 135 from 
the Zionists. The Zionists had received arms and 
military training when they flocked to the colon- 
ial police force in 1936 to quell "disturbances” 
in the Palestinian general strike against Britain 
and Zionism, and they had created three paramili- 
tary units during the British Mandate period. The 
Palestinians, by contrast, had no military train- 
ing and mustered only relatively small groups of 
volunteers . 

The first large exodus of Palestinian Arabs 
from their homeland took place even before the 
Arab armies intervened in May, 1948. The Pales- 
tinians fled not because they were caught in the 
cross-fire of opposing armies, but because they 
were driven out -- by threat and terror -- by the 
militarily superior Zionist forces. Two hundred 
and fifty-four Arabs were massacred by Zionist 
troops, acting under orders, in the peaceful vil- 
lage of Deir Yessin -- then sound trucks blared 
through Arab Jerusalem, "Flee, or the fate of 
Deir Yessin will be yours.” In city after city the 
Arabs were forcibly expelled by Zionist troops. 

The Israelis consistently refused to allow 
the Arab refugees to return to their homes, even 
after the fighting had stopped and the Israeli 
state was established. While the refugees in neigh- 
boring Arab countries were living in tents and 
shanties, the Israeli government was methodically 
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seizing their abandoned property. Eleven wholly 
Arab cities and towns, the Arab section of Haifa, 
and 800 villages were taken over, complete with 
their contents. Almost 8,000 shops, offices and 
workshops were seized. The pots and pans and 
plows that the Arabs left in homes across Pales- 
tine were confiscated. 

* * * 

It would hardly be surprising, then, if the 
mood at the bleak A1 Baka'a camp a few years ago 
had been one of hopelessness. Now, of course, 
this has changed. One morning at A1 Baka'a, the 
women fill the social center to talk to visitors. 
They wore the traditional long, intricately em- 
broidered dresses of blue, black, and purple that 
Palestinian women have worn for centuries. Some 
of those dresses have been made on the sewing 
machine that gleams in the corner of the room -- 
a Butterfly treadle model, made in the People's 
Republic of China. The dresses are part of Pa- 
lestinian culture, and culture is very precious 
to people whose national existence is threatened. 
The women are proud of them; a Democrati cadre, 
pointing to one young mother's blue dress with a 
brilliant red pattern, says to the visitors, "She 
made this herself. Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
wore such a dress centuries ago." 

The two Democrati cadre who teach at the 
center offer a striking contrast to the women of 
the camp: their hair is short, without the white 

scarf that covers the long hair of the women of 
the camp, and they wear military blouses and 
plain, short skirts. Over their shoulders are 
slung Klashinkovs, the automatic rifles named 
for the Russian woman who invested them, Klara 
Shinkov. 

They have set no minimum age for learning 
the use of rifles and grenades. A 12-year-old 
girl, who has already taken a nom-de-guerre , 
as is the custom of Palestinian commandos, breaks 
down the "Carlo" rifle, names each piece, and 
expertly reassembles it. Thora ("Return to 
Palestine") has been attending the small arms 
classes for only a few weeks. 

And just as there is no minimum age for 
learning to shoot, there is no maximum age for 


usefulness. Two women with wrinkled, tattooed 
faces and white hair, too old themselves to learn 
to read or aim a rifle, care for the children of 
a younger woman while they attend classes. And 
we thank them," explained a Democrati cadre, "and 
tell them that the old ladies in Vietnam help too. 
They make shoes for the fighters." 

The experience of the women has taught them 
why the gun is essential. A vibrant woman in her 
thirties, twice a refugee, spoke. In 1948 she had 
been forced to flee to the West Bank of the Jordan 
River, which was administered at that time by 
Jordan. After the Israelis occupied the West Bank 
in 1967, she came to A1 Baka'a, "We did wrong 
to leave Palestine and come here," she said. "But 
what could we do? The airplanes came with bombs 
over our heads. The army of King Hussein didn't 
do anything for us. When we asked for weapons, 
they said, tomorrow, tomorrow. 

"And there were many commandos -- 102 -- and 
they came in group after group to our village. I 
hid them in caves, and I went to the village and 
said, 'Can you give me anything for them to eat?' 

"I put the food in a bag, and when the sun set, 

I brought it to the caves and gave it to the comman- 
dos to eat. And in the night I brought with me 
one who knows the roads from Palestine to Jordan, 
so they could escape -- 102 commandos. 

"Now I learn to use the gun here, to return back 
to Palestine -- but not to kill every one of the 
Jews, just those people who come from other nations 
to take our land." 

The constant process of political education 
by the cadre has put the Palestinian struggle into 
context for these women -- they pray, "Oh God,* if 
you love us, make America get out of Vietnam. 

Because if America gets out of Vietnam, the Zionists 
will get out of Palestine." 

A young woman, with her infant at the breast, 
said from the edge of the crowd, "After we fight 
the Israelis, we must fight America, because 
America gives guns to Israel, so the Israelis can 
kill us. All over the world, America gives 
weapons to those who want to kill the commandos." 

The Democrati cadre themselves read a Communist 
text each week -- Marx, Engels, Lenin, Mao, or Che -- 


Page 19 


LIBERATION News Service (#234 J 


Feb. 14, 1970 


. . .more . . . 


and discuss it with the women. They speak to the 
women in simple terms: "When we speak with them 

about the problem of Palestine, we say that it 
happened because the high families, the rich fa- 
milies, were catching all the countries of the 
world. And we say that we want to return to Pales- 
tine by the efforts of the farmers and the work- 
ers. We won’t return to Palestine by the efforts 
of the high rank. No, they caused our problem," 

The doctor who gives nursing instruction 
twice each week at the social center emphasizes 
the treatment of battle wounds and napalm burns. 

For the Palestinians, that is a grim necessity. 

This afternoon, the Democrati cadre plan a 
condolence visit to a family at A1 Baka’a whose 
22-year-old daughter was recently killed by na- 
palm at a military training camp. 

"Her mother came to the hospital," says a 
Democrati cadre quietly, "and kissed her body and 
said, 'Good-bye, my girl,' And her mother came 


American artists and writers to request Pablo 
Picasso to order the removal of his "Guernica" 
from the Museum of Modern Art in New York City. 

Picasso has been sent a cablegram notifying 
him of the petition, while artists an d writers in 
other countries of the world are circulating a 
similar petition . 

The action is seen as an anti-war protest. 

"The Song My massacre has made it clear that this 
nation and this museum no longer have the right 
to hold for safekeeping this monumental cry 
against the slaughter of innocents," the radical 
artists' groups said. 

The world-famous painting, "Guernica," was 
executed by Picasso in "a fury of action" following 
the bombing of the ancient Basque town, a non- 
military objective, on Apr. 26, 1937, by German 
bombers flying for General Franco during the Spanish 
Civil War. 
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to us -- to me and my comrades -- and kissed us 
and said, ’Now you are my daughter and you are 
my daughter, and you. I am not angry that she 
went to fight for her nation, for Palestine." 

"Now we will bring clothes and money to the 
family, because that girl also worked and helped 
her family." 

The cadre questioned the women in the room 
for a few minutes, then turned and said, "They 
say, everyone must be commandos. They are not 
angry that their husbands go to the commandos. 

This woman, married for not one month, her hus- 
band is in the commandos. And this one, her 
brother is in the commandos 

"All these women say now, 'We must be comman- 
dos. All the women must be commandos."’ 

-30- 
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[Note to editors: Photos to accompany the above 

article can be found in LNS packets #208, Nov. 1, 
1969; #210, Nov. 8, 1969; and #221, Dec. 24, 1969,] 
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LAOS NEXT? 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) — President Nixon 
recently prohibited the release of a Senate Sub- 
committee transcript which documents U.S. in- 
volvement in Laos o Nixon has admitted that the 
U.So is bombing the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, but 
he has denied any other additional military involve- 
ment o 

Senator Albert Gore, Democrat of Tennessee, 
who had access to the transcript, told the Senate 
that "U.So participation in the war m Laos has been 
secretly but greatly escalatedo We are engaging now 
in a civil war in Laos," he added,, "and we have 
chosen sides just as we did earlier in Vietnam,, 

The subcommittee transcript reveals that the 
U.S. has broken the 1962 Geneva Accords which made 
Laos a neutral state, prohibiting the presence of 
foreign troops in Laos. The report divulges spying 
by American agents, the cost of the military 
operation, and American casualties., 


RADICAL ARTISTS ASKING PICASSO TO REMOVE 
"GUERNICA" FROM NEW YORK MUSEUM IN ANTI-WAR PROTEST 
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LIBERATION News Service 
NEW YORK (LNS) -- Radical artists belonging 
to the Art Workers Coalition and Artists and 
Writers Protest are circulating a petition among 


INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 
MARCH 8 
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twenty radical journalists, printers and photograph- 
ers, with correspondents in cities around the United 
States, in Europe, Cuba and Southeast Asia. It is 
a news agency for the radical press, publishing a 
twice weekly bulletin for its five hundred sub- 
scribers . 

The radical press has grown phenomenally since 
LNS was founded in 1967; there are now papers serv- 
ing soldiers, black communities, women and students, 
as well as scores of city-wide underground papers 
which subscribe to Liberation News Service. In 
recent months repression against these papers has 
intensified, 

-30- 
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PLAINFIELD BLACKS SAY: "SET OUR 
PEOPLE FREE" 

PLAINFIELD, N .Y . (LNS) -- The people of Plain- 


EASTLAND COMMITTEE SUBPOENAS LIBERATION 
NEWS SERVICE BANK RECORDS 
NEW YORK (LNS) — Senator Eastland’s Senate 
Internal Security Subcommittee has issued a sub- 
poena to the Chemical Bank New York Trust Company 
for records pertaining to the Liberation News Ser- 
vice account. The records are to be presented to 
the subcommittee on February 23. Liberation News 
Service plans to take legal action early next week 
to block the subcommittee’s action. 

Liberation News Service made the following 
statement in regard to the subpoena: ’’Rich racist 
men like Senator Eastland are worried about the 
growth of the movement, and they should be. The 
movement is seeking the liberation of the people, 
so that black people will not be oppressed as the 
black tenant farmers are on Eastland’s Mississippi 
plantation, so that all people in this country will 
have a decent standard of living, so that young men field have not forgotten George Merritt, Gail Madden 
will not be sent to die in wars of oppression againstand Bobby Lee Williams. They are determined to set 
colored peoples, so that all women and men will have them free. 

power over their own lives. And for the people to When Bobby Lee Williams was shot down in the 

win liberation, men like Senator Eastland must be street in front of scores of black people during 

eliminated. the summer, 1967 rebellion here, the crowd beat 

"It is not surprising that Senator Eastland’s the cop, John V. Gleason, so severely that he later 

subcommittee has decided to ’investigate’, that is, died in the hospital. 

to attempt to destroy. Liberation News Service. Merritt, Madden and Williams were among twelve 

The subpoena issued for our bank records seems in- blacks picked up by the police and charged with 
significant in the context of the murders of the the murder of a policeman. Merritt and Madden have 

Panthers, the injustice of the Chicago Conspiracy already been convicted; Williams, who was shot in 

trial, the New York Panther 21 trial, and the count- t he stomach by Gleason and who could not possibly 

less other acts of repression which the government have participated in his beating, is still awaiting 


has committed against the movement for liberation 
in this country. 

"We believe that the subpoena is significant 
however. It indicates that the forces of repres- 
sion feel forced to strip off their veneer of res- 
pect for the constitutional rights of the people -- 
freedom of speech and press. Liberation News Ser- 
vice’s task, after all, is the exercise of the first 


trial . 

Plainsfield people raised money for the appeal 
of the Merritt-Madden conviction at the "Artists’ 
Salute to Freedom" benefit held here recently c 
Black Broadway actor Ossie Davis told the audience, 
"'Power to the People' is a dangerous phrase be- 
cause the people will start insisting on justice," 

At the benefit Frank J. Donner, defense attorney 


amendment: we speak and write freely about the peo- for the Madden-Merritt appeal, outlined his pro- 
pie’s oppression and the movement for liberation. jected argument for the case, pointing out the 
This new government action against free speech and glaring injustices in the original mass trial in 
publication threatens everyone but the few rich and which the two were convicted. 

powerful men that run this country and the world. Donner said only one person -- Donald Frazier 

Liberation News Service is a collective of -- served as a witness against Merrift. Duyipg 
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FIRST VENCEREMOS BRIGADE RETURNS FROM CUBA; 
NEW CANE -CUTTERS ON THEIR WAY 


ST.JOHN, New Brunswick (LNS) -- A Cuban ship 
is steaming its way south to Havana, carrying 
more than 600 North American volunteer cane- 
cutters, the second contingent of the Venceremos 
(We Will Win) Brigade. 

For two days. Saint John was host to the de- 
parting and arriving contingents of the Venceremos 
Brigade. 

The departing group gathered in St. John 
from all over the U.S., arriving by chartered 
bus. For weeks, the suspense had been building, 
with orientation lectures, film showings, and 
physical exercise (brigade members in Califor- 
nia climbed scenic Mt. Tamalpais overlooking 
the San Francisco Bay). 

The returning brigadistas — 214 in all -- 
had completed an eight-week visit to Cuba. Most 
of the time was spent cutting cane, but during 
the last two weeks they were given a tour of 
Cuba. The brigade left Havana Feb. 6, after an 
emotional farewell ceremony. 

The ceremony, held just outside an old 
monatery, was broadcast live over Cuban TV, and 
was attended by hundreds of enthusiastic Cuban 
workers, schoolchildren and university students 
-- the new friends of the Venceremos Brigade. 
Seated on the platform were seven representatives 
of the brigade; two representatives each from 
other international brigades (Vietnamese, North 
Koreans and Bulgarians); Melba Hernandez, the 
head of the Cuba=Vietnam Solidarity Committee; 
the mother of Camilio Torres, martyred Colom- 
bian guerrilla priest; and the father of Che 
Guevara. 

Angel Guerra, editor of Juventud Rebelde, 
the daily paper of the Union of Young Commu- 
nists, gave a farewell address. 

Pat Bouchard, a brigade member from Chi- 
cago, made a farewell speech on behalf of the 
brigade members. She spoke about the things the 
brigade had learned in Cuba, about the North 
American’s role in the international fight against 
imperialism, and about the growing intensity 
of the revolutionary struggle inside the U.S. 


There was also an explicit denial of press re- 
ports that the Cuba visit included any military 
training. 

Mrs. Bouchard made a similar speech in the 
name of the brigade for the benefit of the press 
upon arrival in the Canadian port. 

The brigade members travelled to Canada on 
the Luis Arcos Bergnes, a Cuban cattle ship es- 
pecially converted in just two weeks to trans- 
port the Venceremos Brigade. The facilities on 
the ship included individual beds, heat, two 
movie theaters and a live band. Cuban posters 
decorated the entire boat. 

The captain of the ship - identified by 
brigade members only as El Capitan - was a 
veteran of the famous Cienfuegos Naval mutiny, 
the uprising on Sept. 5, 1957, when sailors 
rose up against the Batista dictatorship. In 
addition to the crew, several Cubans made the 
trip who had worked with the Brigade in the cane- 
fields. 

One Cuban woman, who apparently had been 
improving her English vocabulary, ran up to the 
deck to see the snow. She saw the snow, and also 
some Canadian policemen. She ran back below deck 
and exclaimed, ,f 0K, we can go back to Cuba, I’ve 
seen them both -- snow, and pigs I" 

Actually, Canadian authorites were generally 
cooperative, and the brigade members passed 
routinely through immigration. They were told to 
leave the ship one by one, men first, and the 
women cheered on the activities with chorus after 
chorus of Cuban songs. 

For a short time, the incoming and outgoing 
brigade members milled about a cold potato ware- 
house, exchanging news about the U.S. with re- 
ports on the situation in Cuba. 

Then people boarded buses for the long rides 
to California, Seattle and the Mid-West, and the 
not-so-long rides to Boston and New York. 

Before long, the returning brigade members 
had their first encounter with Amerikan pigs. 

At least some of the buses were stopped for 
hours at the U.S. -Canada border, while baggage 
was searched. Virtually all items manufactured 
m Cuba were confiscated by the U.S. Customs. 

The confiscated items included books, posters 
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and the steel machetes which the brigade members 
had cut cane with and were taking home as me- 
mentos. 

The Luis Arcos Bergnes pulled away from its 
pier and into the wintry waters of the Bay of 
Fundy at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 13. 

Not all members of the second brigade went 
on the ship e Some 70 volunteers from the South- 
west were scheduled to fly to Havana via Mexico 
City -- the southbound route taken by all mem- 
bers of the first brigade 

The Venceremos Brigade is expected to return 
to the U,S 0 in late April by which time Cuba 
will have nearly completed its harvest goal of 
10 million tons of sugar. The harvest goes on 
through July- 

Brigade members, aided by 64 local brigade 
committees, have raised most of the funds re- 
quired to finance the cane-cutters. The main 
cost is transportation to and from the points of 
departure. The cost of the Cuban ship and all 
expenses in Cuba are being met by the Revolution- 
ary Government of Cuba, Additional funds are 
still needed. Contributions may be sent to 
Brigade, Box 643 Cathedral Sta, , New York, NY 0 
10025. 
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********************************************** 
RECRUITER DRIVEN OUT 

ANN ARBOR, Mich, (LNS) -- Ann Arbor Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS), RYM II, and 100 
radical supporters forced a Chase Manhattan re- 
cruiter to flee from the Student Activities Buil- 
ding’s Placement Service Office at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan, 

The radicals conducted a Carnival of Life 
festival in the third floor corridor in a suc- 
cessful attempt to obstruct the usual flow of 
business in the Placement Service Office. 

Citv officials were notified when repeated 
efforts to read an eviction notice to the demon- 
stators failed; a paddywagon bearing 35 cops in 
riot gear was dispatched to protect the recruiter 
from the protesters. 

The radicals fled the building when word 
leaked out about the possible bust, and chased 
and heckled the recruiter off the campus 


This was the first time radicals have forced 
a recruiter off this campus before he could in 
terview a single student. It was also the first 
incident during which police were called onto 
Michigan’s campus. 

-30- 

********************************************** 
BLACK WORKERS ORGANIZE AT THE NEW YORK TIMES 

NEW YORK (LNS) --An organization called 
Afro-American Employees Association of the Times 
was recently formed by black workers at The 
New York Times to protect their interest, wel- 
fare and security 

The black workers, all of whom are members of 
the American Newspaper Guild and the Internation- 
al Typographical Union, stated that the Times 
has failed miserably in taking the leadership in 
the field of equal employment opportunity for 
black workers. 

The group listed as their immediate object- 
ives : 

"To protect the interest, welfare and secur- 
ity of black workers at the New York Times by 
presenting a united front to management and 
the unions in attempting to resolve their griev- 
ances; to get a better representation of black 
employees in higher job categories on the super- 
visory and management levels; and to become 
more involved in the black struggle of freedom, 
equality, and self-determination.” 

In a letter to the Times' president and 
publisher, Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, informing 
him of the group's existence, Elmer Blackston, 
chairman of the black group, said that the 
group will work to focus attention on the re- 
cruitment and upgrading of black workers at 
the Times, 

-30- 
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MAKE IT STOP 

"There is a time when the operation of the 
machine becomes so odious, makes you so sick 
at heart that you can't take part; you can't 
even tacitly take part, and you've got to put 
your bodies upon the levers, upon all the ap- 
paratus, and you've got to make it stop. And 
you've got to indicate to the people who run 
it, to the people who own it, that unless you're 
free the machine will be prevented from working 
at all." 

-- Mario Savio, 1964, Free Speech Movement, 
Berkeley campus 
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During their last two weeks in Cuba 
the first Venceremos Brigade traveled 
all over the island. These are two 
scenes from those trips. See story 
this packet. 

both photos credit Prensa Latina/LNS 

top: Arriving at the port of Nueva Gerona, 

on the Isle of Youth. 

bottom: In Camaguey province young people 
from the U.S. visited a tractor drivers 
school where young women agricultural 
workers learn to operate the Italian-made 
tractors known as "picolinos 
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VIETNAMIZATION! 




left : 
right : 
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Young American chews cane in Cuban field, 
credit Red Star/LNS 

cartoon by Ollie Harrington. 

Credit Daily World/LNS 
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top: drawing of Bobby G. Seale by Anne Dockery 

See interview on page one this packet. 

credit LNS 

bottom. A recent demonstration in New York in 
support of the Panther 21, 

Photo by Howie Epstein, credit LNS 
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topr credit Pack Rat/LNS 
bottom' credit Helix/LNS 
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